
RISK ASSESSMENT/ Canoeing & Paddle boarding
Woodland Xperiences will minimise risks associated with this activity by using an appropriately competent and qualified staff to lead the activity. The staff will use this risk assessment and other associated paperwork as the basis for the safe delivery of the activity. Woodland Xperiences recognises the need to have a dynamic approach to risk assessment and therefore the staff will continually assess the activity as it develops and put into place the necessary actions.


	Activity:


	Canoeing & Paddle boarding
	Date of visit:
	
	Venue:
	Local water



	(1)

Activity /

Area of Concern


	(2)

Hazards Identified


	(3)

Persons at Risk


	(4)

Current Risk Factor 

(high, medium or low)
	(5)

Actions to be taken to minimize each risk


	(6)

New Risk Factor

(high, medium or low) 



	Water
	Water
	All Persons Involved in activity
	High
	· All people on the water to wear buoyancy aid and or helmet

· No Wellington boots

· Avoid capsizing

· Regular safety Checks

· Good maintenance of equipment

· Strict supervision at all times

· Ensure canoes rafted together cannot fold in


	Low

	Equipment
	Manual handling of canoes on trailer, and in water
	All Persons Involved in activity
	Med
	· Briefing / Demonstration to all involved

· Staff to supervise at ALL times

· Use the recommended techniques (Staff Training)

· Share load (Many hands make light work)

	Low

	Trailer
	Moving trailer by hand


	All Persons Involved in activity
	Med
	· Use vehicle to move trailer as much as possible

· If trailer needs to be moved manually a full briefing must be done.


	Low

	Equipment
	Paddles
	All Persons Involved in activity
	High
	· Verbal warnings 

· Ensure all participants are holding the ‘T’ grip at all times

· First aid kit carried
	Low

	
	Inflation/deflation of Paddle boards

	All Persons Involved in activity
	Med
	· Demonstration to be given
· Regular safety checks

· Avoid face being too close to valve
· First aid kit carried
	Low

	Weather
	Cold weather


	All Persons Involved in activity
	High
	· In cold weather boats should be rafted to avoid capsizing

· Briefing on clothing plus extra provisions taken

· Buoyancy aid = warmth 

· Observe group / weather continuously

· Group shelter carried when bus is not accessible within five minutes

· Mobile phone carried 

· First aid kit carried
	Med

	Weather
	Hot weather
	All Persons Involved in activity
	High
	· In hot weather a suitable amount of water should be carried for the group.
· Keep in shade during hottest hours
	Med

	Other users
	Anglers 


	All Persons Involved in activity
	Low
	· Avoid if at all possible use other lake, other side of river / canal

· Advance warning from front person

· Keep group together

· Be diplomatic
	Low

	
	Obstacles

Pinning / Strainers
	All Persons Involved in activity
	High
	· Training

· Warning

· River signals

· Identification

· Staff Qualifications
	Med

	
	Capsize/Falling off Paddle board
	All Persons Involved in activity
	High
	· Training (capsize drills)
· Demonstration

· Foot/waist leash to be worn (sup)
· Warning

· Staff Qualifications/training
	Med

	Shoreline
	Entry & Exit of water
	All Persons Involved in activity
	Low
	· Wear suitable footwear on shore and in water

· Take notice of any bird or animal faeces

· Wash hands before eating
	Low

	Weather
	Being blown from shore line
	All Persons Involved in activity
	Med
	· Weather/wind direction to be checked prior to activity

· Other bay to be used if possible

· Buoy to mark extent of area to be used
	Low
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